BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
MONTANA HEALTH CORPS TASK FORCE
(CONFERENCE CALL) 
4TH FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
HELENA, MONTANA
DATE: MAY 22, 2009
MINUTES
    www.medicalboard.mt.gov
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:
The Department of Labor and Industry is committed to providing meeting access through reasonable accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Please contact the Board office prior to the proposed meeting date for further information.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mary Anne Guggenheim, M.D., Dean Center, M.D., Michael D. LaPan, D.P.M., Kay Bills-Kazimi, PA
MEMBERS ABSENT: Arthur K. Fink, D.O., Kristin Spanjan, M.D.
STAFF PRESENT: Jean Branscum, Executive Director, Sheila Pfeifer, Licensing Specialist, Anne O’Leary, Legal Counsel, Jerry Morse, Program Manager 
GUESTS PRESENT: Representative Mary Caferro, Al Smith, Anita Roessman
Item #1:
Call to Order

Jean called the meeting to order.

Item #2:  
Review of Agenda:
MOTION: Dr. Center made the motion to approve the agenda.  Dr. Guggenheim seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Item #3: 
Open Forum: Public Comment
Jean Branscum gave the opportunity for anyone to comment.  Rep. Mary Caferro made comment in regards to having more lead-time on future meetings.
PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT:
In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the Board will hold a public comment period.  Please note that Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to address the Board on any topic that is not on the agenda for this meeting.  While the board cannot take action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may ask that the Board place the issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.   The Chairperson of the board will determine the amount of time allotted for public comment.
ITEM # 4:
Task Force Charge and Timelines

Jean Branscum gave an overview for the reason this task force created, including the timely drafting of administrative rules.  She noted the bill becomes law on July 1, 2009, and rules take time to put in place.  At the last Board meeting, proposals to have a work group meet in June and hold a Board meeting as well, later in June.  This would be done in hopes of having rules put in place by September.   
ITEM # 5:
Review of HB 578
Jean provided a review of the purpose of the Montana Health Corps Act.  The Act is to provide primary outpatient care to individuals eligible for Medicare or Medicaid by retired physicians at affordable prices, keep the elderly or infirm in their homes longer, and provides home health care visits for patients who have difficulty in traveling.

Jean Branscum spoke about House Bill 578 and Section 2 on the purpose, and questioned if a participant needed to meet all three conditions.  Dr. Center also questioned if participant should be enrolled in Medicaid or Medicare or eligible for the programs..  Rep. Caffero informed the task force that the purpose of the program is to capture people who are eligible for Medicare and Medicaid and to capture the elderly or infirm and those who might have difficulty traveling.  Those are not the admissions criteria to the program as a group.  After discussion, it was determined the task force would proceed with assumption that the purpose does not lay out three distinct categories that the individual has to meet, but an individual can meet any one of the criteria.  Anne indicated other parts of the bill refers to Medicare and Medicaid patients, and advised the task force to not widen this criteria to others who may be eligible for the program..  Jean noted the legislative intent is understood and bill language should be revisited as we are doing rules so that we do what the bill is asking the Board to do or gives them the rulemaking authority to do.  
ITEM # 6: 
Define Rule Opportunities
· HB 578: Establish program
· Enrollment of retired physicians

· Procedures for referral of patients by physicians or health  care facilities

· Referral qualifiers

· Define “retired”

· New license category?

· Termination of physician participation 

· Other?
Jean Branscum gave an overview of the licensing categories and the options.  Dr. Center outlined the intent of this task force and proposed the group consider one of two options.  Option A was enrolling physician with current active, unrestricted license. Option B was enrolling physician in a new license category and perhaps restricting scope.  Dr. Guggenhiem asked the question of how would the physician be handled if a physician was retired and had not actively seen patients in last two years. After discussion, it was determined that a physician would need to meet all requirements in statute and rule, including taking a special purpose exam if needed.  Dr. LaPan asked what the license fee would be.  Jean Branscum explained that the license fee is commensurate with cost and could not discount one license category as an incentive.  The Task Force reviewed the options proposed by Dr. Center and decided to proceed with Option A where a physician would have a current active, unrestricted license. 
ITEM # 7: 
Other Tasks
· HB 578 

· Build application

· Draft written guidelines
· Referral form

· Internal operations: database changes

· Communications, website
· Other?
Jean Branscum opened discussion on other tasks that needed to be done. After general discussion, it as decided the Board should develop guidelines, but not be repetitive to requirements already in place.  Areas of concern included recordkeeping.  Jean Branscum asked if they needed to define “retired”. Mary Caferro suggested using a definition from social security based on age and that the individuals can work up to so many hours and earn so much money without affecting their retirement.  Mary will forward this definition to Jean Branscum so it can be sent to the rest of the panel.  Task force members expressed desire for keeping this requirement simple, and not limit the doctor from being able to do mission work or volunteer work over seas.  Anne O’Leary expressed her concerns on discussion given the limitation on liability under Section 6.  Anne O’Leary went over this section of law and noted the limited liability does not extend to any physician that is not retired.  A definition is needed, instead of just a check box on the application to make sure that the rules are followed.  There was an article published by the Robert Wood-Johnson Foundation about setting up a core of retired nurses. Anne O’Leary offered to have staff of the Board of Medical Examiners scan and email out to this information to the task force members.  
ITEM # 8: Determine Next Steps

· Actions needed 
· Assignments
· Set next Meeting Date and Time
Jean Branscum asked the question that, do we have individuals that want to work in certain areas.  Task force decided for next meeting:
· Could look at the application for participation in health core.  

· Review procedures for enrolling in health corps.
· Develop applications and rules to implement (drafting of written guidelines for participants in the health corps, assigned to Dr. Fink).
· Next date to meet is set for June 5th 3:30 or 4:00 PM. Email will be sent out to confirm date & time
· Send out to members, a list of the members.

Meeting adjured at 4:44.
Task Force members:  Dr. Arthur Fink, Task Force Chair; Dr. Kristin Spanjian; Carole Erickson; Dr. Mary Anne Guggenheim; Dr. Dean Center; Dr. Michael LaPan; Kay Bills-Kazimi, PA
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